? Q&A
Q. ISN'T SMOKING MARIJUANA LESS

DANGEROUS THAN SMOKING CIGARETTES?
A. NO. Both marijuana and cigarette smoke can be harmful. More research is needed to fully understand the connection between marijuana and long-term effects such as cancer. 5
Q. CAN PEOPLE BECOME ADDICTED TO
MARIJUANA?
A. YES. Marijuana use can lead to a marijuana use disorder, which takes the form of addiction in severe cases. 6
Q. WHAT ARE THE OTHER RISKS ASSOCIATED
WITH MARIJUANA USE?
A. In addition to the physical and mental risks associated with marijuana use, people who use marijuana have also reported less academic and career success, as well as lower life satisfaction and more relationship problems. 7
THE BOTTOM LINE:
Marijuana affects the development of teen brains. Talk to your parents, a doctor, a counselor, a teacher, or another adult you trust if you have questions.
LEARN MORE:
Get the latest information on how drugs affect the brain and body at teens.drugabuse.gov.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MARIJUANA, CONTACT: 5 LOOK AROUND YOU. Most teens aren't smoking marijuana. In fact, only 6.5 percent of youth ages 12 to 17 said that they had smoked marijuana in the past month. 13 How can you tell if a friend is using marijuana? Symptoms of marijuana use may include: 14
• Poor physical coordination • Red eyes • Unusual smell on clothing • Problems with short-term memory • Anxiety
BE A FRIEND. SAVE A LIFE.
Encourage your friend to stop using or seek help from a parent, teacher, or other caring adult. 
